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This book, dated 1756, was found by R.G. Morris, Chairman of the Magic Lantern
Society of Great Britain. The relevant chapters were translated from 18th century
German by Peter Vernon. The book was bound in leather by Evans & Son, Wind
Street, Swansea, Wales. Expressions not used in modern German are translated to
give some meaning wherever possible. The book contains early wood engravings to
illustrate parts of the text.
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to paint pictures in transparent paints on these. Three
inches above the lamp are air holes (vents) through
which the smoke can escape without ‘darkening’ the
light. The light must be very bright to give better and

The magic lantern belongs into the Optica (Latin)
category and can therefore be called Magicam (Latin
for magic) or witchcraft, particularly because of its
‘supernatural’ effects and ghostly apparitions. People

Newly established

PERIODICAL who do not understand such arts consider it witch- more ‘beautiful’ effects. To use these lanterns one
craft. Sturmius called it Megalographicam, because ‘darkens’ the room to be used. To ‘perform’ the
consisting small figures could be ‘made’ large so to say make an  ‘spectacle’ a white sheet is placed about 18 ‘paces’

elephant out of a fly. from the lantern to observe the ‘giggntic’ pictures.
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of a collection of various

This invention which many people believed to be
known to King Solomon, is attributed to an English
monk Rogerico Bacono. This seems to be amost
genuine claim. This ‘machine’ has therefore been in
existence for some time and Schwender is the first
person who collected facts and published a book
under the title Deliciae Mathematicae (page 6, para
SL).
The Corpus (Latin = body) of such lanterns is made
of ‘white tin’, ‘four-cornered’, 8% inches (German
‘inches’, 18th century) and 1% feet high (German
foot, 18th century). At the back is a reflector or
concave mirror. Just below the centre of the diameter
a lamp has to be placed. The wick must be of cotton
Arranged in two parts and fairly thick to be able to use ‘natural oil’ or

by ‘spirit’. The mirror can be moved under the lantern
by means of a roller. In front is a ‘round hole’, three
inches in diameter. To use this machine a straight ‘tin
tube’ has to be put in front. Reflecting glasses are put
into this tube to enlarge reflections of articles.
Between the front part of the ‘machine’ and the
tubes (with the ‘said’ glasses encased) a slit is left.
Here one can push a glass slide or selent, to be able
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